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An Analysis of the Trend of Urban Folklore in South Korea: Taking Kyongin as an Example
LI Zehua. LIN Yan. Shao Minghua
Although urban folklore is an important research field in Korean folklore studies, it has experienced a
gradually recognized evolution process, which is gradually changing with the great development and prosperity of
cities. From the initial cognition of urban-rural dualism, the pattern space of “village in city, city in village”
appeared after the maturity of urbanization, and then achieved the concept change of urban-rural monism. The
change of this concept undoubtedly provides a broader vision for the vigorous development of Urban Folklore in
South Korea. As the capital circle, Kyongin area not only witnessed the changes of urban and rural areas, but
also became an important field of urban folklore research. The development of urban folklore in South Korea is of
great reference significance to the exploration and discovery of urban folklore in China.

Key words: Korean society; urbanization; urban space; urban folklore

Plague Prevention and Baby Bonus Ritual: The Community Consciousness of Hainan Immigrants.
A Case Study of Xing Fu Belief in Fucheng, Haikou WANG Chenfa (Ong Seng Huat) , SONG Dan
In Fucheng (prefectural city) , Haikou, every neighborhood has the custom of “Xing Fu Fang Deng (

)” during the first month of the lunar calendar. In Fucheng, people of different blocks/living areas regard
their long recognized and worshiped male or female deity as their collective ancestor for the realization of their
pseudo-blood relations. People respectfully take such deity as their Gong Zu or Po Zu , and think he/she is the
Jing Zhu (Territorial Guardian for Collective Community) who controls the safety and prosperity of the local
territory. During the Spring Festival, Jing Zhu visits all important places of his or her territory, expelling evil
spirits for every family, blessing and protecting the family for the whole year. The ceremony is called “Xing
Fu”, which means “practicing and endorsing orders from the heaven in all space that the Guardian protects”.
Such special folk culture has been practiced in Fucheng and the surrounding areas of Qiongshan County in
history, and the activities in the immigrants’ business area named “Qijing Baxiang Shisanjie (

)” (Seven Wells, Eight Alleys and Thirteen Streets) in Fucheng, are most representative. The custom of
Xing Fu is an important manifestation of regional identity. It has the function of promoting the stability of the
community internally and is beneficial to the development of business activities externally. Therefore, it is still
popular until now.

Key words: Xing Fu; Jing zhu; plague prevention; neighborhood community; inheritance

Ritual Art in Taihu Lake in Modern Times QIU Zhaoyuan

Xianghuo Opera has been popular in the daily life of fishermen in Hongze Lake and Weishan Lake. In the
late Qing Dynasty, due to the influence of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Movement, the population of
Jiangnan decreased sharply. In addition, the Yellow River overflowed in the North, causing a large number of
fishermen in Northern Jiangsu migrating to Taihu Lake Basin along the Grand Canal. These two factors lead to
the emergence of Xianghuo Opera there. However, in ancient Wu area, witchcraft was popular, and many
ritual dramas and sermon songs were formed there and were widely favored by the indigenous people. As the
result of the mixed residence of the northern and the southern fishermen, Ode to Gods in Jiangnan replaced the
“Tang Liuben” of the northern Xianghuo Opera, forming a unique variation of Xianghuo Opera of modern
Taihu Lake fishermen—Hymn to the Gods. The multi-angle analysis of the origin of the Hymn to the Gods, the
changes in local folk art, and the ritual lyrics, is an important way to further study the art of fishermen in Taihu
Lake Basin, through which we can have a glimpse of the cultural integration and conflict between the northern
and the southern fishermen.

Key words: Taihu Lake Basin; fishermen; Xianghuo Opera; Hymn to the Gods



