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The Hierarchy of “the City Gods” in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

and Their Expressions

Zhang Chuanyong

Abstract: Hierarchy was the basic attribute of the city gods (tutelary deity), and had profoundly influenced the es-
tablishment of the city temples and many aspects of the Chinese folk religion especially in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
The hierarchical system of the city gods was recognized in accordance with the administrative system in these eras. The
city temples were mainly built in the capital, province, prefecture, state, and county levels corresponding to the hierarchi-
cal system. Higher-level city temples usually dominated lower-level city gods, indicating the subordinate affiliation. The
rural land gods were usually subordinates of the county city god temples at the end of the administrative system. With
the adjustment of administrative divisions, the related city gods’ subordination systems would also change accordingly.
The conception of “arrogance” made the city gods outstrip their own designated levels, increasing variables of the city
god hierarchy. In the hierarchical system of city gods, there was no place for the tutelary deities under the level of the
state and county. Nevertheless, their hierarchy could operate in a plethora of other ways.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasties; Conception of “Arrogance”; City Gods; Hierarchy; Tutelary Deity
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