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A Brief Discussion on the Evolution of Guanyin Belief to Sea God

in the Coastal Areas of Eastern Zhejiang in Ancient Times

CHEN Guocan, HU Xianzhe
( College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 32104, China)

Abstract: The evolution of the Guanyin belief to sea God in the coastal areas of eastern Zhejiang Province
began in the Six Dynasties, followed by the development in the Tang and Song Dynasties and was basically
completed in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. This evolution was the result of both the folk marine development
and official support, while its core was the spiritual pursuit of marine safety and protection. Compared with
other belief systems, Guanyin belief was, relatively speaking, an independent one, having openness and flexi—
bility of the belief connotation. It embodies such marine spirit of eastern Zhejiang Province as openness, inclu—
siveness, diligence, and fortitude, hence it has a multifaceted impact on the society and culture of the area.

Key words: ancient times; coastal areas of Eastern Zhejiang; Guanyin belief; sea God
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