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ABSTRACTS

and strived for the liberation and freedom of national culture which was a militant and revolutionary litera—
ture. These two writing modes had fundamental contradictions on the issues of literature’ s social and politi—

cal commitment race and class literary liberalism and popularization.

Literary Field and Wilderness of Truth——A Philosophical Enquiry into Contemporary Fiction’ s
Literary Concepts with Examples from La Vie Mode d’ emploi Gong Mi
It is a trend in modern Western literature to transform an issue of truth into an issue of aesthetics an
exemplary representation of which is La Vie mode d” emploi a novel by contemporary French writer George
Perec. On one hand the novel promised to depict modern urban life with a realist approach; on the other
it subverted the reference to the external world in a metafiction manner producing a text full of ambiguity
and impossibility to be reduced to a consistent certainty. In the context of literary modernity the internal
purposiveness of a literary work largely replaces its external value and literature was regarded as a privi—
leged discourse that did not need to take a stance on truth. However according to the theory of Literary
Field proposed by the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu modern literature should transcend the binary op-

position of literary field and truth and exist as a historical form of the transcendental process.

The Transformation of the Ordinary Life the Subject and Internal Perspective About the History of
Chinese Buddhist Society Sheng Kai
With regard to the research path of the history of Chinese Buddhist society the subsidiary topics of this
project are chosen and accounted in the context of Buddhist intellectual history and Buddhist cultural histo—
ry with religious sociology and social life history as research methodology. The research will show the fol-
lowing three characteristics. First the transition to ordinary life: from the ideas and thoughts to bodily prac—
tices. The project emphasizes specific practices in order to show social life of monk masses rather than the
narratives of the history of Buddhist schools in order to present ideas and thoughts. Second the transition of
the subject: from eminent monks to monk masses. The project pays more attention to the common values
and institutional norms of religious community rather than the activities and ideas of eminent individuals.
Last the transition to the internal perspective: from the external perspective to the internal perspective.
Traditionally scholars used to understand and analyze Buddhism from the external perspective such as impe—
rial politics and social psychology. This paper will try to present the entirety of Buddhism through the obser—

vation of monk masses which is the subject of religious practices.

A Comparative Study of Indian Buddhist and Jaina Soteriologies——The Case of the Legends of
King Ajatasatru/Kunika Wu Juan

Buddhism and Jainism are two ancient Indian religions that emerged roughly at the same time ( ca. 5th
century BCE) from the same geographical milieu of Northeast India. In terms of ethics and soteriology al-
though both Indian Buddhists and Jainas promoted the principle of nonviolence they held significantly dif-
ferent views on some key issues including the workings of karma the relationship between karma and libera—
tion the requisites for liberation and so on. In investigating such differences a necessary approach is to ex—
amine comparatively Indian Buddhist and Jaina literature. Taking the Magadhan king Ajatasatru for exam—

ple this paper compares Indian Buddhist and Jaina narrative traditions concerning his patricide repentance
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