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Factors of Religious Space Distribution and Site Selection: A Case
Study of Urban Temples in Lanzhou in Ming and Qing Dynasties

QIN Yi-ran"*
(1. Facuity of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China;
2. Department of Chinese Study, Aichi University, Nagoya 4610003, Japan)

Abstract: Checking from the perspectives of time and space, the urban temples in Lanzhou in the Ming

and Qing dynasties can be divided into three categories: the temples within the city in the Ming, the temples

within and out of the city in the Qing. Their site selection was affected to varying degrees by population,
geography, history and geomantic factors. Since urban temples are Buddhist belief space, their distribution
and site selection have distinctive characteristics, from which we can see the expansion of urban belief space
and function as well as the tendency to secularization of people’s belief in the two dynasties.

Keywords: the Ming and Qing dynasties; Lanzhou; urban temple; site selection factors; belief space
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