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Abstract; Compared with Michel Foucault’s concept of “discourse”, the concept of “discourse” in life-oriented Confucianism is not
a concept of “language”, either, but at the same time it pays attention to the form of language; it also pays close attention to the
question of “how the subject is possible”, but answers more thoroughly the question of how the established social relations are pos—
sible as the basis of discourse, which leads to the concept of “pre-subjectivity”; it also pays attention to history, but believes that
history is not the original existence (life); it also believes that discourse is speech, yet it does not specifically refer to speech in a
specific historical context, but generally refers to speech in any life context. The discourse theory of life-oriented Confucianism aims
to distinguish the levels of discourse, yet it is not Alfred Tarski’s linguistic level, but has an isomorphic or corresponding relation-
ship with Heidegger’s distinction between “human language” and “language from Dao (Way)”. Life-oriented Confucianism distin-
guishes discourse into “referring discourse”, namely “subjective discourse”, and “non-referring discourse”, namely “pre-subjective
discourse”. The typical theories about subjective discourse refer to Saussure’s linguistics and Frege’s philosophy of language. The
typical representation in modern Chinese philosophy is the theory of “speechlessness” and the so-called “comparison between China
and the West”. The pre-subjective discourse refers to the original “emotional language”, which is typically “poetic language”,
which is actually the “sincerity” from the “mandate of heaven” and has the foundational function at the ontological level. The dis-
courses of modern Chinese philosophy about “China and West” and “ancient and modern” belong to the subjective discourse; while
the discourse theory of life-oriented Confucianism surpasses the “China and West” and “ancient and modern” discourses and lays the
foundation for its concept of “pre-subjective discourse”. The construction of the discourse system of Chinese philosophy first of all
requires the deconstruction of traditional discourses of Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy. and transcends the confronta-
tion between “China and West” and “ancient and modern” in order to construct a new discourse system of “existential philosophy —
ontological philosophy — branch philosophy”.

Key words: life-oriented Confucianism; discourse theory; discourse; speech; discourse system of Chinese philosophy
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