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From Primitive Religion to Humanistic Religion:

The Cultural Transcendence from The Book of Changes to Yi Zhuan
CHEN Ming

( Department of Philosophy Capital Normal University Beijing 100048 China)

Abstract: This thesis contends that the witchcraft contained in The Book of Changes( { )) was part of
primitive religion on which Yi Zhuan ( { )) was supported and then it extracted Heaven () as the
Prime Being that is absolute spiritual and ethical thus constructing an orderly system in the world a rule—
based system in society and a meaning system of life.

As a result the evolution from The Book of Changes to Yi Zhuan was a transcendence from natural
religion to humanistic religion. This thesis is divided by the stages of Divination ( )  Heavenly Rhythm
() and Heavenly Morality ( ) according to Confucius’ article entitled Want ( { )) describing its
evolutionary process and dynamic mechanism on the basis of the inherent trait and practice of witchcraft
activities. It not only supported the author’ s views with historical and logical arguments but also offered a

brand new perspective to comprehend the route and nature of Chinese civilization.

Key words: The Book of Changes( D) Yi Zhuan( { ))  witcheraft religion
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