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Embellishing Everything:On Su Shi’s Painting Poems and Buddhism

KANG Qian
(Department of Literature,Peking University,Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The reason why Su Shi’s poems can surpass any poet of Tang Dynasty and creates a new pattern for the poetry
of Song Dynasty,is mainly that his poems are influenced by Buddhist classics. The paper chooses the artistic community of
his painting poems as the starting point,combing the historical and cultural backgrounds of the generation of his poems of
Buddhist and Zen paintings, the reasons for his learning Buddhism, his route of learning Buddhism and his reading of
Buddhist classics to recognize and interpret Zen implication,Zen principle,and Zen flavor shown in his poems,and on the
basis of looking at Su Shi’s general literary and artistic thoughts,mainly interprets the four theoretical propositions of Su
Shi’s painting poetry creation: the view of emptiness and stillness, the view of non-existence and the view of emptiness and
illusion.

Key words: Su Shi;Painting Poems; Buddhism; Painting Learning; Poetics



