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ABSTRACTS

and strived for the liberation and freedom of national culture which was a militant and revolutionary litera—
ture. These two writing modes had fundamental contradictions on the issues of literature’ s social and politi—

cal commitment race and class literary liberalism and popularization.

Literary Field and Wilderness of Truth——A Philosophical Enquiry into Contemporary Fiction’ s
Literary Concepts with Examples from La Vie Mode d’ emploi Gong Mi
It is a trend in modern Western literature to transform an issue of truth into an issue of aesthetics an
exemplary representation of which is La Vie mode d” emploi a novel by contemporary French writer George
Perec. On one hand the novel promised to depict modern urban life with a realist approach; on the other
it subverted the reference to the external world in a metafiction manner producing a text full of ambiguity
and impossibility to be reduced to a consistent certainty. In the context of literary modernity the internal
purposiveness of a literary work largely replaces its external value and literature was regarded as a privi—
leged discourse that did not need to take a stance on truth. However according to the theory of Literary
Field proposed by the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu modern literature should transcend the binary op-

position of literary field and truth and exist as a historical form of the transcendental process.

The Transformation of the Ordinary Life the Subject and Internal Perspective About the History of
Chinese Buddhist Society Sheng Kai
With regard to the research path of the history of Chinese Buddhist society the subsidiary topics of this
project are chosen and accounted in the context of Buddhist intellectual history and Buddhist cultural histo—
ry with religious sociology and social life history as research methodology. The research will show the fol-
lowing three characteristics. First the transition to ordinary life: from the ideas and thoughts to bodily prac—
tices. The project emphasizes specific practices in order to show social life of monk masses rather than the
narratives of the history of Buddhist schools in order to present ideas and thoughts. Second the transition of
the subject: from eminent monks to monk masses. The project pays more attention to the common values
and institutional norms of religious community rather than the activities and ideas of eminent individuals.
Last the transition to the internal perspective: from the external perspective to the internal perspective.
Traditionally scholars used to understand and analyze Buddhism from the external perspective such as impe—
rial politics and social psychology. This paper will try to present the entirety of Buddhism through the obser—

vation of monk masses which is the subject of religious practices.

A Comparative Study of Indian Buddhist and Jaina Soteriologies——The Case of the Legends of
King Ajatasatru/Kunika Wu Juan

Buddhism and Jainism are two ancient Indian religions that emerged roughly at the same time ( ca. 5th
century BCE) from the same geographical milieu of Northeast India. In terms of ethics and soteriology al-
though both Indian Buddhists and Jainas promoted the principle of nonviolence they held significantly dif-
ferent views on some key issues including the workings of karma the relationship between karma and libera—
tion the requisites for liberation and so on. In investigating such differences a necessary approach is to ex—
amine comparatively Indian Buddhist and Jaina literature. Taking the Magadhan king Ajatasatru for exam—

ple this paper compares Indian Buddhist and Jaina narrative traditions concerning his patricide repentance
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and/or future rebirths particularly focusing on the contrastive attitudes of Buddhists and Jainas about
whether or not to have Ajatasatru ( or its Jaina counterpart Kiinika) saved. It will be demonstrated that the
contrast between the Buddhist salvation of Ajatasatru and the Jaina non-salvation of Kanika is by no means
accidental. The reason for such a contrast ultimately lies in the different karmic theories of Buddhists and

Jainas as well as in their different understandings of the necessary conditions for spiritual liberation.

The Tension Between Yin and Yang as Perceived by Philosophers in China’ s Warring States Period
Huang Hongchun

In China’s Warring States period the information contained in and expressed through Yin and Yang’s end-

less counteraction was regarded as the Order of Heaven through which philosophers of various schools at the time
expounded the workings of Heaven society and life reducing the changing phenomena caused by the two kinds
Qi to the unchanged Law of them viewing them as opposed overlapped and integrated closely related to both
nature and man hence the concept of Qi of the Warring States the mainstream of which was linked to the so—
called Order of Heaven but dissociated from the feudal patriarchal clan system and the human mind. Yin and
Yang that had been considered communicating the divine right of heaven and the human mind was replaced with
patriarchal feudalism linking the Order of Heaven to utilitarianism of man. This was the reconstruction of the rela—
tionship between heaven and man amid the dramatic changes of the times. Such Order of Heaven came as a result
of the then philosophers’ comparing and contrasting between Heaven’ s working and man’ s affairs; it was thought
essentially predestined and thus immune to man’s mind and will. As part of important social thoughts in the
Warring States Period the concept of Qi of the Warring States laid a foundation for the ideological tradition of

harmony between heaven and man in ancient China.

Secularization and the Construction China’ s Modernization Wu Zhongmin

The secularization in the modern sense of China has begun to form and become a historical trend with
the advancement of the construction of modernization in the true sense since China’ s reform and opening up
to the outside world. It is more obvious and adequate because of its fit with the existing and traditional secu—
larization orientation in Chinese history or because of the support of a historical gene. The widespread and
striking phenomenon of China’ s secularization has enormous boosting effects on the construction of moderni—
zation: it helps the large-scale and effective formation of non-public economic entrepreneurs individual
households and self-employed persons; directly promotes the growing domestic demand for consumption; ef—
fectively promotes the national cultural quality and the large-scale and substantial upgrading of human re—
sources and human capital; and promotes the sustainable situation of social security. In a sense if Protes—
tant ethics is an important factor in the smooth progress of modernization in the developed countries of West—
ern Europe then the more obvious secularization phenomenon or secularization ethics is one of the most im—
portant reasons why China has made great achievements in its modernization since its reform and opening
up. Moreover it will have a tremendous impact on the future of China’ s construction of modernization. At
the same time there are also some obvious disadvantages that should be noticed in China’ s general and
striking secularization phenomenon. If these disadvantages are not eliminated or restrained they will inevi—

tably have many negative effects hindering or distorting the process of China’s modernization.
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