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The Transformation and Evolution of Tibetan Buddhism Policy
in the Ming Dynasty

Yin Hai - yan
( The Institute of History Tibet Academy of Social Sciences Lhasa Tibet 850000 China)

Keywords: Ming Dynasty; Tibetan Buddhism; Religious Policy; The Frontier; Governing Tibet

Abstract: The management of religious affairs is an important part of the political life and spiritual cul-
ture history of ancient Chinese. On the one hand the rule of the Ming Dynasty inherited the Yuan sys—
tem preferential treatment of Tibetan Buddhism and its monks; and on the other hand made it not sepa—
rated from the country’s frontier ethnic policy as a whole and serving the needs of national unity and
social stability. The policy of Tibetan Buddhism in the Ming Dynasty remained the same on the whole
but it was constantly adjusted and modified under the influence of national politics social life and fron—
tier situations in different historical periods. The Religious policy on Tibetan Buddhism during the Ming
Dynasty can be divided into four stages:1) the Hongwu to Tianshun period 2) the Chenghua to Zhengde
period 3) the Jiajing period and 4) the Longqging to Chongzhen period. The context of the development

and evolution of the Tibetan Buddhism policy in the Ming Dynasty was reviewed and commented.
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