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Augustine’s Illumination Theory, Its Revelation and Intuitive Thought
CHEN Li* GAO Bing-jiang®
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Abstract: As a theory founder of Christianity, Augustine faced two problems, one is how God himself as unmanifest ulti-
mate existence manifest, the second is how limited people think and understand the ultimate infinite one. To this issue, he
put forward that the divinity cannot be seen by the naked eye and responded to it with illumination theory. Augustines il-
lumination theory is a unique epistemology based on Christian faith and is also logical extension of Plato's idealism and the
theory of effusion of Neoplatonism in the field of knowledge. Its main purpose is to prove the reliability and certainty of

human knowledge, and gain understanding of intuitive thought more deeply.
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