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salaries for one year after serving their apprenticeships. They are also oriented on performances and learn from
them. The overall method of inheritance and corporal punishment are prevalent in Coban. These points are all
related to the profit-making management of Coban. Coban’s achievements and deficiencies in cultivating talents
are mainly due to the rules of the economy which acts with/against the laws of drama education. They are
products in certain historical and economic conditions.

Key words: Coban;profit-making; Chinese Opera;inheritance

Worship of Industry Gods in China: Folk Belief, Industry Organization and Regional Society
DENG Qingping, WANG Chongrui
It is a common phenomenon in traditional Chinese society that people of all walks of life worship their
ancestral gods or protective gods. As a unique folk belief, the worship of industry gods is the spiritual symbol of
the social organization based on industry relations. Through the common ancestral god belief and sacrificial
ceremony, the integration and maintenance of industry organizations can be realized. The study of the industry
god worship can not only help understand the belief culture and mentality of the practitioners from different
industries in Chinese history, but also apprehend the specific region’s industrial structure, community
organizations and grassroots social order. By reviewing of and reflecting on the previous research on this issue,
we can find a new starting point for the study of Chinese industry god belief from both the methodological and
theoretical perspectives.

Key words: industry god; folk belief; sacrificial organization; industry organization; regional society

Shigandang Culture in Ryukyu Islands in the Perspective of East Asia LIU Xiaofeng

This paper takes the materials collected from field research in Ryukyu Islands as its basis, surveys the
sources relevant to Shigandang culture in the greater East Asian region, and performs a comprehensive
evaluation of the cultural position of Shigandang culture in Ryukyu Islands. The author indicates that
historically there has been a long-established influx of Chinese culture to Ryukyu Islands, which sedimented into
both material and immaterial local cultural elements. Shigandang culture’s current form of existence in the
Ryukyu Islands vividly reflects the process of how Ryukyu Islands developed its own culture under the influence
from multiple sources, including China, Japan, the Korean Pennisula, and Southeast Asia, while continuously
internalizing the greater East Asian culture into its own. This paper also notes the latest derivatives of
Shigandang culture in Ryukyu Islands’ contemporary society and considers them as a part of continuous local
internalization of Shigandang culture.

Key words: Shigandang, Ryukyu, cultural interaction, Mount Tai, East Asia

Gion Festival as a Carrier of Traditional Belief Culture: Notes on the Research of
Kyoto Gion Festival in Japan YE Tao
Kyoto Gion Festival is the most famous festival worship activity in Japan. Based on the fieldwork of Gion
Festival in 2018, this paper explores many issues of Gion Festival as a carrier of traditional belief culture such as
historical origin, Yamahoko-junko and ritual changes, and further points out that belief culture is the basis on
which Gion Festival is passed down for millennium.

Key words: Gion Festival; Yasaka shrine; Yamahoko-junko; festival; worship ritual; intangible culture heritage



