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The Developmental Course and Historical

Responsibility of Chinese Religion

Mou Zhongjian

Abstract: The two subjects of ethnology and religion are almost simultaneous and parallel
development in the west. We introduced ethnology from the west as the earliest accepted
scientific democracy, but influenced by the Soviet model, we always regarded religion as
opium. Therefore, the creation of religion studies was hindered. After 1979, religious studies
have gradually emerged and developed. The establishment of the academic system of “religious
studies” in Minzu University of China directly participates in and promotes the brewing and
development of Chinese “Ethnic and Religious studies”. Meanwhile, it’ s worth noting that
religious research is not purely objective in “value neutrality” , it should be with “sympathy
and experience”. The aim of religious research is to make people better understand religion and
let religion is compatible with socialism. The ethnic pattern of the Chinese nation is “pluralistic
and integrated”. Accordingly, the Chinese religion is the model of “pluralism and harmony”.
China is a country with multiple religions, the Chinese people are mixed blood religiously,
Chinese religion and philosophy have benign interaction, and there is a kind of “mediocre

»
character”.
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