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On the Unity of Man and Universe: An Exploration into Chinese Beliefs

ZHUO Xin-ping
(Institute for World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract: As one of the fundamental relations in the cognition of Chinese culture, “man and universe” are the key
for the understanding of Chinese beliefs. Starting from the critical terms of traditional Chinese beliefs, the myths,
legends and history of respecting the universe, as well as the unity of man and universe, this paper attempts to
explore the relationship between man and universe, along with the integration of man and universe. Mention is made
that their essential interpretation must be traced back to the origin so as to uncover more insights. Thus, the shade
for some essential elements can be removed so that the Chinese beliefs, the unity of man and universe, can be
manifested and upheld in the reconstruction of Chinese culture.

Key words: unity of man and universe; respecting the universe; the medias of heaven and earth; correspondence

between man and universe
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