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The Limits of Phenomenology and the Possibility of Theological Turn

ZHANG Yao-un

( Department of Philosophy Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Abstract: Phenomenology is a description of the logos of phenomenon and this description is made possible by reduction. Ac—

cording to Merleau — Ponty’ s thought on reduction life itself is the being as Givenness that transcends phenomenon. It is where

that phenomenology encounters its limits. At the same time it provides a chance for its theological turn. Marion argues for the

possibility of the turn by analyzing the reduction to the pure appeal. This reduction is realized through the more fundamental life

phenomenon of “pain” rather than Marion’ s “boredom”. When the appeal in the pain towards the anonymous Absolute encoun—

ters the ever coming Call the dimension of absolute Transcendence opens up. This is a unique non — phenomenological phenom—

enon revealed by faith.
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